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Dustin Monroe
Madame Chair and Committee members,

I come before you to oppose House 428 because it would infringe on the right to
vote for Rural Montana and Native Americans.

Section 2 of the bill gives the power to counties to choose, Vote by only for any
election, it just gets rid of the exceptions. So side-by-side counties could take up
different stances or conduct county races by ballots only, federal by vote by mail
only, and state by both? Creating confusion among the voters and adding a fiscal
reasonability to the counties for paying for the vote by mail. Who pays that Bill for
the envelopes; additional forms needed, and returned postage cost for the ballots?

Mail only ballots created a fiscal responsibility among the counties or on the
individual voter who now must either pay more in taxes to cover this counties cost
or make sure they drive to post office just to vote.

This vote by mail bill has been killed in past sessions because of the cost to the state
and other reasons. How will counties overcome the cost option? Also hours of the
post offices are being cut from no delivery on Saturday and in recent years the
federal post service was on the cutting block for rural post offices.
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